Request for Pilot Study Proposals 
by the Pepper Older Americans Independence Center at Icahn School of Medicine focused on:

Examining the relationship of pain and other distressing symptoms to independence, function, and disability in Older Persons

The Claude D. Pepper Older Americans Independence Center (OAIC) of Icahn School of Medicine at Mount Sinai is seeking innovative pilot study and exploratory analysis proposals to better understand ways to alleviate the physical symptoms; psychological distress; and personal care, family, and social needs of older persons living with an advanced illness. Strong priority is given to proposals that focus on social and behavioral mechanisms that link care and outcomes. 
Projects should address at least one of the main objectives of the current OAIC listed below, particularly research focusing on pain and other symptoms, the needs of families and caregivers, and the development of innovative interventions to deliver palliative care. Integrated, multidisciplinary, and translational approaches are encouraged. While early career investigators will receive priority, we welcome applications from all interested investigators at any stage of their career.
1) Examine the relationship of pain and other distressing symptoms to independence, function, and disability; 
2) Develop interventions directed at the treatment of pain and other distressing symptoms in older adults; and 
3) Explore interventions to improve quality of life and promote function and independence for older adults living with serious and chronic illness.

Proposals will be evaluated on the basis of:

1) Scientific merit

2) Innovation

3) Potential for the data from the project to eventually result in a larger funded project

Proposals for support by this Center should include specific aims, rationale, preliminary studies and methods for the proposed study, a statement of its relevance to the OAIC mission, requested resources, timeline and bi-annual benchmarks must be stated.
Application/Program Requirements

The application should include the following components:

Title page (Title of project; PI; department; address; phone number; email address, list of collaborating investigators; budget; starting and ending date for project.

· Research Plan:  Outline proposed research project including the following components (not to exceed page 5 pages):
· Research Abstract: Summarize the research project.
· Research Proposal: Include specific aims and hypotheses, background and significance, any preliminary studies (applicants are not required to have significant preliminary data, however supportive data justifying the design and methods should be included where appropriate), research design and methods, human subjects, and literature cited (limit 20)
· Data Plan: Methods of data analysis and power calculations must be included as well as a justification of sample size.
· Budget and Justification: Projects can be funded up to a maximum of $50, 000 for up to 2 years
· Investigators:  PI and collaborating investigators, affiliation, role in project, amount of time to be devoted to this project
· Updated Biosketch (NIH Format)
· Other Support:  (For PI only) list all projects providing support with name of PI.
· Human Subjects:  State plans for protection of human subjects and include IRB approval letter or evidence of pending IRB review as appropriate.   State plans for inclusion of women, minorities, and children.  Provide evidence of training in the responsible conduct of research.
· For Junior Investigator applicants: Career Plan:  State reasons for pursuing this opportunity.  Describe background, interests, and experiences that prepare the candidate for the award and how the research project and career/educational plan will facilitate overall longer term career development goals.  Mentor Commitment Letter:  Letter of support from the faculty member who will serve as the mentor.
 

Final proposals and administrative inquiries should be directed to: PepperGrant@mssm.edu
Application Deadline – July 7, 2017
Earliest Award Notification – August 1, 2017
                        
 
