
C a n c e r  i s  t h e  s e c o n d  l e a d i n g  c a u s e  o f  d e a t h  i n  t h e  U n i t e d

S t a t e s .   D u e  t o  r a c i s t  a n d  e x c l u s i o n a r y  p o l i c i e s  a n d  s y s t e m s ,  r a c i a l / e t h n i c

a n d  o t h e r  m i n o r i t y  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f t e n  h a v e  h i g h e r  c a n c e r  i n c i d e n c e  a n d

d e a t h  r a t e s .  T h e  m i s s i o n  o f  t h e  l a b  i s  t o  e l i m i n a t e  h e a l t h  i n e q u i t i e s  i n  c a n c e r .   

I n  s e r v i c e  o f  o u r  m i s s i o n ,  w e  a r e  c o m m i t t e d  t o :  ( 1 )  c o m m u n i t y  e n g a g e m e n t ,

o u t r e a c h ,  a n d  e d u c a t i o n ;  ( 2 )  r e s e a r c h ;  a n d  ( 3 ) c l i n i c a l  p r a c t i c e .

T h e  O f f i c e  o f  C o m m u n i t y  E n g a g e m e n t ,  w h o s e  m i s s i o n  i s  t o

e n g a g e  l o c a l  c o m m u n i t y  m e m b e r s  i n  f a c i l i t a t i n g  a c c e s s  t o  c a n c e r  e a r l y

d e t e c t i o n  a n d  a p p r o p r i a t e  t r e a t m e n t ,  i s  c o m m i t t e d  t o  d e v e l o p i n g  a n d

i m p l e m e n t i n g  c o m m u n i t y - b a s e d  c u l t u r a l l y  r e l e v a n t  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s

a c r o s s  i n  t h e  c o m m u n i t i e s  o f  N e w  Y o r k  C i t y .   T h i s  m i s s i o n  i n c l u d e s  t h e  g o a l

o f  p r o m o t i n g  h e a l t h  e q u i t y  b y  p r o v i d i n g  c u l t u r a l l y  a n d  l i n g u i s t i c a l l y

a p p r o p r i a t e  p r o g r a m s  a n d  h e l p i n g  p e o p l e  a c c e s s  t h e  h e a l t h  c a r e  s y s t e m .   W e

w o r k  i n  c o l l a b o r a t i o n  w i t h  t h e  O f f i c e  o f  C o m m u n i t y  E n g a g e m e n t  i n  o u r

H e a l t h  E q u i t y  L a b  t o  e n g a g e  i n  w o r k  t o  e l i m i n a t e  h e a l t h  d i s p a r i t i e s  i n  o u r

c a n c e r  p r o g r a m s .  

T h e  T i s c h  C a n c e r  I n s t i t u t e  a n d  t h e  C a n c e r  E q u i t y  L a b  i s  g r a t e f u l  t o  o u r

c o m m u n i t i e s ’  f o r  t h e i r  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  i n  b o t h  o u r  e d u c a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m s  a s

w e l l  a s  o u r  r e s e a r c h  p r o j e c t s .   T h i s  n e w s l e t t e r  r e p o r t s  b a c k

s o m e  o f  o u r  f i n d i n g s .   W e  l o o k  f o r w a r d  t o  o u r  c o n t i n u e d  p a r t n e r s h i p s .   I f  y o u

h a v e  a n y  q u e s t i o n s ,  o r  w o u l d  l i k e  t o  g e t  i n v o l v e d  i n  o u r  p r o g r a m s ,  p l e a s e

c o n t a c t  L i n a  J a n d o r f :   l i n a . j a n d o r f @ m s s m . e d u  o r  2 1 2 - 6 5 9 - 5 5 0 6 .  

I n  t h i s  i s s u e ,  w e  f o c u s  o n  o u r  o n g o i n g  c o m m u n i t y  e d u c a t i o n  a n d  o u t r e a c h

e f f o r t s .  T h e  n e x t  n e w s l e t t e r  w i l l  s u m m a r i z e  o u r  r e m o t e  r e s e a r c h  a c t i v i t i e s .  
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COMMUNITY EDUCATION AND OUTREACH

T H E  W I T N E S S  P R O J E C T  O F  H A R L E M

 Based on an educat ional  model f i rst  developed at  the Universi ty of  Arkansas in 1991 in response to racial
dispar i t ies in breast cancer.  Stat ist ics publ ished by the Nat ional  Cancer Inst i tute show that Black/Afr ican
American women are more l ikely than other groups to be diagnosed at  later and less curable stages of  breast
cancer and are more l ikely to die of  the disease. The Witness Project  of  Har lem seeks to address these
dispar i t ies by having cancer survivors openly share detai ls about their  d iagnosis and treatment and confront
the fear and si lence that cancer evokes in many women, part icular ly in the Black community.  At  the same
time, i t  a lso celebrates the r ich t radi t ion of  fa i th that  is shared by many people of  Afr ican descent.   In the
wake of  COVID-19, we have worked to cont inue to do community outreach to Black women around breast
cancer.  We have current ly moved to 100 percent v i r tual  programs and are looking for community members
who would be interested in host ing these programs with their  var ious groups and organizat ions.  Our v i r tual
presentat ions are hosted via Zoom and al l  presentat ions can be modif ied to accommodate the needs of  the
organizat ion.  We have also added a sect ion that addresses access to care whi le remaining within the safety
guidel ines of  COVID-19.  We want to cont inue to provide educat ion and access to women interested in gett ing
their  annual  screens For fur ther informat ion or to schedule a presentat ion
please contact  Br i t tney Henry at  Br i t tney.Henry@mssm.edu or (212)824-7081.

E S P E R A N Z A  Y  V I D A  ( E & V )

 An NYC community-based cancer educat ion program that teaches with and learns f rom the Lat inx/a/o community.
We focus on shar ing informat ion about what cancer dispar i t ies are,  why they exist ,  what preventat ive screening
tools are avai lable,  and learning about the exper iences that Lat inx/a/os have had with cancer and screening care.
To share and learn wi th the Lat inx/a/o community we bui ld community partnerships wi th NYC schools,  churches,
immigrant centers,  community centers,  cul tural  centers,  and other local  leaders in the community.   EyV also
trains community members as Promotores,  who can faci l i tate conversat ions wi th their  community members about
cancer,  share informat ion about cancer dispar i t ies and feel  conf ident connect ing community members to exist ing
resources.  We are current ly expanding the EyV program and are looking for any Lat inx/a/o community members
that are interested in becoming Promotores,  and community organizat ions that might be interested in partner ing
and/or looking for educat ional  programming. Given the current COVID-19 pandemic,  we have worked to cont inue
to do community educat ion work onl ine and i f  needed over the phone. As of  now, our v i r tual  presentat ions are
hosted through Zoom. Please reach out to our EyV Program Coordinator Jenni fer  Ul loa at
jenni fer .ul loa@mountsinai .org for  more informat ion.

T H E  C E N T E R  F O R  S P I R I T U A L I T Y  A N D  H E A L T H  A T  T H E  I C A H N  S C H O O L  O F

M E D I C I N E -  M . I . C . A . H .  P R O J E C T  H E A L

 The Center for  Spir i tual i ty and Health and the Tisch Cancer Inst i tute have had the opportuni ty to partner wi th and
train community members (many of  whom are heal th ministry leaders) f rom both Fai th and Community Based
organizat ions as Community Heal th Advisors-CHAs. M.I .C.A.H. ™ which is the Mult i - fa i th In i t iat ive on Community
and Health at  MSHS, led by Rev. Dr.  Zor ina Costel lo,  was in i t ia l ly  started in 2016 with the input of  a community
advisory commit tee. Project  HEAL which is the acronym for Heal th Through Ear ly Awareness Learning is a
program which has developed mult ip le curr iculum and trained our CHAs  about each topic and how to teach their
local  church and/or community.  Since 2017, subject  matter experts f rom MSHS have contr ibuted to the
development of  evidenced based robust teaching mater ia ls in mental  heal th,  d iabetes,  heart  heal th,  smoking
cessat ion,  l i fe sty le medicine, colorectal  and prostate cancer,  cogni t ive decl ine,  and oral  heal th.  Educat ional
modules have inspirat ional  scr iptures and an interact ive approach that seeks to mot ivate congregat ions to be
more proact ive about gett ing appropr iate screenings, increasing awareness about s igns and symptoms of
diseases, and the management of  heal th concerns.  Due to current COVID-19 protocols,  we have begun to work
with our CHAs to teach the curr iculum via Zoom. Since 2017, the program has reached over 3,000 persons. Dur ing
this chal lenging t ime when heal th care dispar i t ies are impact ing the most vulnerable communit ies,  teaching people
how to be more aware, proact ive and advocate for their  own heal th and that of  the community is a pr ior i ty.  For
more informat ion, please contact  Dr.  Zor ina Costel lo at  Zor ina.Costel lo@mountsinai .org.  


