Elevator Talk:
Elevator Pitch

How to Write The Perfect
Elevator Pitch
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Effectively communicate your science
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Objective
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Encourage Encourage collaborations




Professional Objectives

Establish your reputation as
someone who understands
the Big Picture, as well as
the details

Demonstrate ability to

communicate complex
science to different types of

audiences

Promote career building
and networking, including
finding new mentors

Encourage future
conversations




Factors in Creating an Effective Pitch
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Logical Progression

There is a big problem

That affects people in a
negative way

| am working on this new
thing

Which has the power to
help solve this problem!
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Example 1

Example 2

Example 3

Broad topic
everyone is
interested in

Introducing your research
to a general audience
e ——

Updating someone in the department
(but not your research group)
about your current work
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Specific
problem
inyour

field

How your
research
solves the
problem

Why you
want to talk
with them

Your current
research!

Describing your work to a professor
before starting a conversation about
job openings in their research group

“My name is Patrick White and I'm a PhD student in Nuclear
Science and Engineering at MIT. Researchers at MIT are
currently working to design new fusion systems that they think
will produce net energy for the first time ever. My current
research is on how we could license and regulate the first
generation of these commercial fusion power plants so that
they are both safe and commercially viable."

“My name is Patrick White and I'm a PhD student at MIT working
on fusion reactor licensing with Professor Hartwig and
Professor Whyte. I'm currently working on potential regulatory
issues related to routine tritium releases from proposed fusion
facilities, and | was hoping to talk with you about your work on
tritium processing system design.”




