
Elevator Talk: 
Elevator Pitch



What is It?

Comprised of 3 parts:
Who you 

are? 
What is your 
research on? 

Why should 
anyone care

START of a professional 
conversation



Scientific 
Objective

Encourage Encourage collaborations

Generate Generate Interest

Demonstrate Demonstrate your expertise

Communicate Effectively communicate your science



Professional Objectives

Demonstrate ability to 
communicate complex 
science to different types of 
audiences

Establish your reputation as 
someone who understands 
the Big Picture, as well as 
the details

Promote career building 
and networking, including 
finding new mentors

Encourage future 
conversations



Factors in Creating an Effective Pitch

KNOWING YOUR 
AUDIENCE

TELLING AN 
INTERESTING STORY

DEFINING THE TAKE 
HOMNE MESSAGE

STAYING WITHIN A 
REASONABLE TIME





https://mitcommlab.mit.edu/nse/commkit/elevator-pitch/
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